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howdah, which looked like a tower surmounted, in Indian
style, by a dome-shaped roof and furnished with lens-
shaped glasses to serve for windows.
This elephant drew after him a train consisting of two
enormous cars, or actual houses, moving bungalows in
fact, each mounted on four wheels. The wheels, which were
prodigiously strong, were carved, or rather sculptured,
in every part Their lowest portion only could be seen, as
they moved inside a sort of case, like a paddle-box, which
concealed the enormous locomotive apparatus. A flexible
gangway connected the two carriages.
How could a single elephant, however strong, manage
to drag these two enormous constructions:, without any
apparent effort? Yet this astonishing animal did sol
His huge feet were raised and set down with mechanical
regularity, and he changed his pace from a walk to a trot,
without either the voice or a hand of a mahout being
apparent
The spectators were at first so astonished by all this,
that they kept at a respectful distance; but when they ven-
tured nearer, their surprise gave place to admiration.
They could hear a roar, veiy similar to the cry uttered
by these giants of the Indian forests. Moreover, at in-
tervals there issued from the trunk a jet of vapour.
And yet, it was an elephant!
The rugged  greeny-black skin evidently covered  the